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We are a learning community, passionate about providing an International Education,  
which inspires and encourages learning and intercultural understanding. We facilitate

self-discovery and the development of unique interests, gifts and talents, whilst promoting
service learning as a force for good in the world.
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IBO mission statement:

The International Baccalaureate® aims to
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring
young people who help to create a better
and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.
To this end, the organisation works with
schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging pro-
grammes of international education and
rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across 
the world to become active, compassionate and 
lifelong learners who understand
that other people, with their differences, can  
also be right.



4

EARLY CHILDHOOD

SIS puts the IB Learner Profile into action by embedding it, along 
with  the Early Years attitudes, into our School Values.
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Who we are at SIS

We are a learning community, passionate about providing an International Education, which inspires 
and encourages learning and intercultural understanding. We facilitate self-discovery and the 
development of unique interests, gifts and talents, whilst promoting service learning as a force for good 
in the world.

Sotogrande International School Early Childhood Centre has been an authorised International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years School (IB PYP) since 2005.  Following our IB PYP accreditation, 
our school has had continuous monitoring with rigorous visits from external accreditors every 
3 - 5 years in order to maintain this status. We have always received excellent feedback from 
our accreditors including: International Baccalaureate, Council of International Schools, Apple 
Distinguished School, New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Asociación de 
Centros Autónomos de Enseñanza Privada, and authorised and convalidated by the Ministerio 
de Educación Española.  We are proud of the way we have explored many different curricula 
and approaches to Early Childhood learning. We have carefully recruited and selected fully 
qualified teachers who bring skill sets and expertise from varied Early Childhood 
methodologies.   As an IB School, our framework has enabled our teaching teams to 
incorporate the best practices from the International Baccalaureate, Montessori, Reggio 
Emilia, Forest and Eco Schools and National Curriculum to inspire learning and enable all 
children to achieve their full potential in a secure, caring environment.

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of our students is of paramount importance to us.  
Our Safeguarding Policy ensures that all procedures in the recruiting process are strictly 
adhered to and that all staff complete annual internationally recognised training.



Empowering children to be the best they can be

“The things he sees are not just remembered; they form a part 
of his soul.”  - Maria Montessori

In our Early Childhood Centre at SIS, we believe the children are born strong, eager and 
ready to learn. The children are driven by their interest in the world around them, by 
making sense of what they see and their hunger to know more. It is their surroundings 
and the people they interact with that stimulate them and inspire them to develop. 

Our educators will know the potential of each child and will design and create an 
environment that caters for their individual needs. We believe with the right 
stimulation and environment, the children will develop and enrich their knowledge 
through experience and self-discovery.  

We encourage social interaction, group work and collaboration. Each child is treated as 
an equal, where each question and thought is highly valued by the team. We as 
educators lay the path of exploration and it is the children who inquire, question and 
make their own discoveries. Learning through play allows children to put their 
experience into practice and make sense of the world around them. 
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In Early Childhood, we introduce many areas of the curriculum that continue 
through Primary. Our subject experts support and team teach with members 
of the Early Childhood Team, this provides the foundation needed to give the 
children confidence and knowledge for the experiences to come. 

Language (English)

Stories and roleplay play a big part in the early years, helping to develop a love of books and an 
understanding of the imaginary and the real world. Alongside this, we develop fine motor skills 
using all types of mediums and tools. Once ready, children will be exposed to reading and 
writing. 

Educating the Whole Child

Language (Spanish)

For most of our students, Spanish is either their first or second language.  From the 
beginning of Early Childhood, our Spanish specialists work closely with our class teachers 
to maximise each child’s development of the language.  Many of our Early Childhood Team 
are bilingual and use Spanish in both homeroom and specialist activities.

Maths

Children are encouraged to question, predict and explore the world of mathematics. 
Using number, shape and space, pattern and function, and data handling. We cover a 
wide range of topics to spark the children’s interest. In Early Childhood, we believe that 
Maths is best experienced using real stimuli, as this is what gives children a greater 
understanding.



Sports

Sports are focused on the gross motor development and spatial awareness of the child. 
This is done using many types of activities, exercises and games. Children will learn 
about teamwork and collaboration and also enjoy an Early Childhood sports day (EC1-P1). 
In P1 our students begin swimming lessons in our heated indoor/outdoor pool.

The Arts

Arts are an integral part of learning and expressing understanding.   The use of 
imagination, creativity, inspiration and expression are key elements in learning. These 
are found in the creative visual arts, music and drama lessons, and also in the 
open-ended creative arts activities. Throughout Early Childhood, every child has the 
opportunity to perform and showcase their talents.  

Technology

In Early Childhood, technology is integrated into the curriculum as a tool to enhance 
learning.  Children learn how to capture, record and show evidence of their learning.  
They explore techniques for viewing and presenting ideas and understanding.  
Through our Units of Inquiry children are involved in problem-solving and logical 
thinking which they will use, once ready, to apply to Coding and Robotics activities. 



Learning Through Inquiry

There are either four or five Units of Inquiry depending on the year group during each 
school year of Early Childhood.  Each Unit provides a framework of essential elements of 
knowledge, concepts, skills, attitudes and action that young students need to prepare 
them for successful lives, both now and in the future.  

                                 Students don’t just learn, they learn how to learn. 

To give a flavour of learning in Early Childhood, these are some examples of the main ideas 
explored as part of our Units of Inquiry.  Each Unit of Inquiry has a carefully considered 
concept based Central Idea.  This  explores part of one of six larger themes called a 
Transdisciplinary Theme, as it relates to multiple disciplines or subjects. Students practise 
and apply new skills, knowledge and understandings from a range of traditional subject 
areas to make sense of new ideas and concepts.

EC1 Unit title: Let's Pretend 

Central idea: Through role play we enhance 
imagination and creativity.

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express 
ourselves

Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and 

values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and 
enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the 

aesthetic.

Outline: Role play is an important part of your 
child's development, it builds confidence, 

creativity, communication, physical development 
and problem solving.  Through exploration of 

stories and scenarios children use and build up 
vocabulary in their languages. Children learn how 

to get into character and make sense of their world 
by acting out real life or fictional situations.  This 

supports their understanding of how stories work 
and the language of stories, which is an important 

pre-reading step.



EC2 Unit title: Why Earth?  

Central idea: Our home planet is unique in the solar 
system.

Transdisciplinary theme: 
How the world works. Inquiry into the natural world and 

its laws, the interaction between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and human societies; how 

humans use their understanding of scientific principles; 
the impact of scientific and technological advances on 

society and on the environment.

Outline: Understanding how our Solar System works 
helps us understand Earth. Children have the 

opportunity to explore space, the wonders of Earth and 
many of the natural wonders that surround us. This is 

carried out through  scientific experiments, using 
technology, research skills and creative skills. Children 

become aware of the importance of caring for our 
environment and learning habits to make a difference. 

 P1 Unit title: Culture

Central idea: Our world is made up of different people and 
communities that all have their own culture.

Transdisciplinary Theme: Who we are.

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, 
physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human 

relationships including families, friends, communities, and 
cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human

Outline: 
Students begin this unit exploring local Spanish culture.  
They are given the opportunity to present and contrast a 
different culture through completing and presenting a 

research project based on their choice.  Students will become 
aware of different cultural perspectives and begin to consider 

the points of view of others and their different ways of life. 
The unit culminates in a world culture celebration where 

students share with their peers what they have learnt. 



Learning Spaces

“Let them look at the mountains and the stars up 
above. Let them look at the beauty of the waters and 
the trees and flowers on earth. They will then begin to 
think, and to think is the beginning of a real 
education.” ~ David Polis

Our Early Childhood Centre is a bright, airy, purpose built space surrounded by 
nature. In the centre, there is a large multi-purpose space. Each year group has a 
centralized pod area which is surrounded by three open classrooms. This enables 
collaboration and interaction while learning, creating a communal feel and an 
open approach. Classrooms have direct access to outdoor spaces where learning 
continues.  Each classroom has its own unique feel of endless learning 
opportunities and a natural, fresh and stimulating environment where children 
can feel relaxed and ready to learn.  Beyond our outdoor classrooms, green play 
areas extend towards a secure, safe wooded forest.  All of these spaces are used 
daily to enhance learning experiences.

In addition, Early Childhood Centre students have access to a specialised music 
room and sports facilities, and other specialised spaces for when learning can be 
supported.



Organisation
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Start/End of day

During Early Childhood we have flexible arrival and departure times.  

Teachers will not release a child to any adult other than the adult that has been 
authorized to do so. If arrangements have been made for someone else to collect your 
child, the teacher has to be notified previously via email or a phone call to the school 
reception. 

Lunch

All children eat on campus. Food is prepared in our own onsite kitchen where our Head of 
Catering and Nutritionist guide the provision of a healthy, balanced diet. Our school nurses 
oversee students who have special dietary requirements. 

Snacks

Each day children should bring two snacks. One snack will consist of fruit for the morning 
break, teachers can peel and chop fruit if required.  The second, for the afternoon, can 
consist of crackers, fruit, biscuits, or sandwich. Please provide a water bottle. Children will 
be able to drink water at any time they require and bottles can be refilled in our building. 

Additional Clothing

Your child will be exploring the outdoors come rain or shine, so a waterproof jacket and 
wellington boots will be needed in the rainy season. All items of clothing should be 
labeled with the child's name.  

Nurses

The school nurses will be available to answer any questions that you may have. Before 
starting in Early Childhood you will need to fill out a questionnaire about your child's 
health, diet and medical history. If your child becomes unwell whilst at school, the 
homeroom teacher will seek advice from the nurse, who will contact the parents. 



Toileting

Children are encouraged to be independent at school at all times. An adult will supervise 
when toilets are being used, but we are not required to intervene with the cleaning of the 
child after toilet use. If your child has any issues with independent use of toilets, please let 
your child's homeroom teacher know.  The necessary protocol will be explained and put 
into practice to ensure your child is cared for as needed. 

Trips

There are some wonderful trips organised throughout the year in Early Childhood. These 
excursions are learning based, to enhance your child's understanding of the concepts 
being explored in the Units of Inquiry. Trips are included in the school calendar and 
parents will be notified by the team as the event approaches. Parents will be provided 
with full details of any trips and requested to complete an authorisation form.



Frequently asked question and answers 

What are the student to teacher ratios?
Within Early Childhood, we pride ourselves with our low student-teacher ratios. As well as 
the homeroom teacher children are supported by teaching assistants, monitors and 
support staff.

What happens when my child becomes ill in school?
If your child is unwell he/she will immediately be taken to the school nurse by an adult.  
The nurse will take the necessary steps to ensure the wellbeing of your child. Parents will 
be notified and when necessary they will be requested to collect their child. 

What if my child has an accident?
If your child has an accident, teachers have had first aid training to deal with situations on 
the spot, the school nurse will be notified and called for. The nurse will take the necessary 
steps to ensure your child's wellbeing. Parents will be notified and if required an 
ambulance will be called to the school. 

Will my child learn to speak Spanish/English?
Children are all exposed to very high levels of Spanish and English through peers, delivery 
of activities, bilingual teachers, and members of the community. However, we do always 
recommend that children also take extracurricular activities where the language they 
need to develop is spoken. We also promote friendships and encourage families to arrange 
for children to play with others with different languages, outside of school hours. 

The use of technology in Early Childhood?
The use of technology in Early Childhood is integrated within the curriculum. Technology is 
used as an extra tool in learning. In the same way we use paper, pencils and paints, iPads 
are used as an aid in all areas for motor skills, research, photography, language, maths, 
assessments and many other areas. 

What happens in the playground?
The playground is used by all children at different times of the day, as a form of exercise 
and social interaction. It is a place where children meet up with friends and use their 
imagination to explore the outdoors. Our playground is based in a lovely, shaded forest 
area which allows the children to be in touch with nature and the wonders around them. 
Along with the playground we also have access to a natural forest area which is used for 
class or group activities. Children are encouraged to explore, experiment, see the magic in 
this natural environment around them, all within the safety of the school grounds. 



What happens at lunch times?
A nutritionist works hard to provide a balanced, attractive diet for the children of Early 
Childhood. Children are seated and trays are provided with their meal. Homeroom teachers 
sit with their classes, creating a family feel at lunchtime, to model and reinforce table 
manners and also monitor what each child is eating. If your child has a dietary requirement 
please let the nurse know as this is catered for.  All meals consist of a starter, main course, 
and fruit for dessert.  The monthly menu is available on the SIS App.

How best can I support my child at home?
Our aim as teachers and a school community is to ensure your child is happy and content. 
Families take advantage of the extracurricular opportunities that are provided after school 
hours. We understand that children of this age may be very tired after a long day of school, 
so we ask for parents to select the extracurricular activities depending on their child's needs 
and well-being. If there is a particular area that we, as the teaching team feel, needs 
support, we will always notify parents and give suggestions on how best to achieve this.  
We have a weekly Blog for each year group which keeps parents informed about what has 
been happening and what is about to happen.  With this information, parents can extend 
learning with stories, trips and exploration.  The Blog can be accessed through the SIS App.

How can I communicate with teachers?
We have an open-door policy which enables easy communication between parents and 
teachers. The teaching team can also be contacted via email for any queries or messages, 
please allow time for a reply. In case of an emergency, for example, late arrival for collection 
or another parent collecting your child, it is recommended that direct contact be made via 
phone call to the school reception. If other arrangements need to be notified it is best to let 
the homeroom teacher know at the time of drop off or collection. 

Will my child be able to have quiet/rest time?
In Early Childhood 1 and 2 children have the opportunity and space for quiet or downtime, 
where they are able to recharge their batteries, listening to music or stories. Some children 
have a short nap if needed but most children, by the second term, are settled into the new 
routine and with downtime, they are ready to embrace the afternoon session. 
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