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We are a learning community, passionate about providing an International Education, 
which inspires and encourages learning and intercultural understanding. We facilitate 

self-discovery and the development of unique interests, gifts and talents, whilst promoting 
service learning as a force for good in the world.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL
PYP HANDBOOK

At Sotogrande we recognize how important those first years 
of school are.  Children are welcomed into the family and at 
once made to feel safe and at home in their new environment.  
Our primary team have years of experience between them, 
a real knowledge of how to teach effectively and a genuine 
affinity with young children.
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Primary students at SIS study through the 
Primary Years Programme (PYP) of the 
International Baccalaureate Organization.  The 
philosophy of this programme and mode of 
delivery reflect our aims to inspire students, 
develop intercultural understanding and for 
learning to be based on integrated cross-
curricular units of inquiry.

The PYP combines the best research and 
practice from a range of national systems, 
with a wealth of knowledge and experience 
from international schools, to create a relevant 
and engaging educational programme.

THE PRIMARY YEARS  
CURRICULUM

EMMA BUTLER 
HEAD OF PRIMARY 

ANDREA BENNETT 
PRIMARY DEPUTY: ACADEMICS

IBO mission statement:

The International Baccalaureate® aims to 
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and 

caring young people who help to create a 
better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with 
schools, governments and international 
organizations to develop challenging 

programmes of international education and 
rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students 
across the world to become active, 

compassionate and lifelong learners who 
understand that other people, with their 

differences, can also be right.

CHRISTOPHER COURNANE 
PRIMARY DEPUTY: PASTORAL 



THE SAN ROQUE BOARDING HOUSE
INTRODUCTION
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SIS VALUES

SIS puts the IB Learner Profile into action by embedding it along with 
the PYP attitudes into our School Values.

Through the SIS School Values, students develop practical ways of embedding the 
learner profile to enhance learning.  In this way SIS seeks to develop all aspects of the 
child including social, physical, emotional, spiritual and cultural, in both the classroom 
and the world outside.  Through the PYP we strive to inspire the spirit of inquiry in our 
students and to prepare them to become international citizens who are:
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THE PYP MODEL
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THE PROGRAMME

The Primary Years Programme provides a curriculum framework for international 
education. It is for students from 3-12 and prepares students to be active participants in 
a lifelong journey of learning. The structure of the Programme is an expression of three 
interrelated questions: What do we want to learn? How best will we learn? How will we 
know what we have learned?

APPROACHES TO TEACHING AND LEARNING

What do we want our students to learn?

Our programme continually evolves as we strive for a balance between the search for 
understanding, the acquisition of essential knowledge and skills, the development of 
attitudes and the opportunity for 
action. It reinforces the pedagogy of authentic learning that is inquiry based and 
conceptually driven.

In terms of achieving this balance, the programme consists of five components. These 
are referred to as the essential elements of the written curriculum and are listed on the 
following page.

THE WRITTEN CURRICULUM 



THE SAN ROQUE BOARDING HOUSE
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• Concepts: Concepts and conceptual questions drive the way we teach and learn 
in a transdisciplinary context. Traditional subject areas of language, mathematics, 
science, social studies, art, personal, social and physical education supported by the 
use of ICT are all taught and practised through units of inquiry.

 
Key concepts are expressed as questions:

o form (what is it like?)
o function (how does it work?)
o causation (why is it like it is?)
o change (how is it changing?)
o connection (how is it connected to other things)
o perspective (what are the points of view?)
o responsibility (what is our responsibility?)
o reflection (how do we know?)

• Skills: These are acquired through approaches to inquiry based learning. They are 
the skills of thinking, communication, social, research and self-management.

• Attitudes: We describe the attitudes of international mindedness in and through 
our SIS values. Students develop attitudes of appreciation, cooperation, curiosity, 
empathy, enthusiasm, independence, integrity, respect and tolerance.

• Actions: Demonstrations of positive action and service at SIS, known as ‘agency’ 
in the PYP. Agency is the power to take meaningful and intentional action, 
and acknowledges the rights and responsibilities of the individual, supporting 
voice, choice and ownership for everyone in the learning community. The action 
component culminates in the PYP exhibition.

• Knowledge: The body of significant and relevant subject matter we wish students 
to explore and know about. The traditional subject disciplines are addressed in an 
integrated programme of inquiry arranged in six transdisciplinary themes. These 
themes provide the main structure for the school´s framework of content or 
Programme of Inquiry.
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Who we are

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human 
relationships including families, friends, communities, and 
cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 
human.

Where we are in place and time

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of individual and civilizations, from 
local and global perspectives.

How we express ourselves

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways 
in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic.

How the world works

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world (physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological 
advances on society and on the environment.

How we organize ourselves

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made 
systems and communities; the structure and function of 
organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities 
and their impact on humankind and the environment.

Sharing the planet

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other people and with other living 
things; communities and the relationships within and between 
them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict 

PYP TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEMES



THE ASSESSED CURRICULUM

Assessment: At SIS assessment is a collaborative process which occurs at all stages of 
the learning cycle. It is used to provide feedback on the learning process and judge the 
effectiveness of both teaching and learning.

A variety of assessment strategies are used in assessing the student’s progress. These 
include student-teacher consultation, structured observations, written assignments, 
performance tasks evaluated by means of assessment criteria and various forms of 
student self assessment. The school also uses externally published standardized test 
materials.

SIS recognizes the importance of assessing the actual process of inquiry as well as the 
outcomes of inquiry, and aims to integrate and support both.  In accordance with PYP 
guidelines we assess both formatively and summatively.

• Formative Assessment: aids the process of learning; it is interwoven into daily
learning and it helps teachers and children plan each stage of learning. Formative
assessment and teaching are directly linked: neither can function effectively or
purposefully without the other.

• Summative Assessment: takes place at the end of the teaching and gives the
children opportunities to demonstrate what has been learned. It also aids teachers to
analyse the effectiveness of their teaching and of the programme.

SIS stresses the importance of peer and self assessment and reflection.

In the final year of the our PYP, Primary 6 students undertake a collaborative, 
interdisciplinary inquiry process that requires identifying, investigating and 
offering solutions to real life issues. As the culminating experience of the PYP, the 
exhibition offers an exciting opportunity to demonstrate independence and 
responsibility for their own learning.
Full details of our Assessment Policy can be found here.  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zE2T4B0T2lBauWPpNGKztatCteyrO3YdWOVBmp6YJCk/edit?usp=sharing


We are committed to structured, purposeful inquiry which places students at the centre of their 
own learning.  The teacher facilitates the process of students becoming seekers rather than 
followers by asking open-ended questions, we believe that this is the way in which students 
learn in the most constructive manner.  Students participate in engaging and motivational 
activities that enable them to develop a deep level of understanding.  Student learning is 
characterized by the long-term retention of ideas and by an awareness of its connection with 
other things, including life in the real world.

The learning environment is a place where attention is given to the pursuit of knowledge and 
the acquisition of knowledge and skills.  This is achieved through a variety of teaching and 
grouping strategies which support the school’s defined goal.

THE TAUGHT  CURRICULUM
HOW BEST WILL OUR STUDENTS LEARN?

THE TEACHING OF LANGUAGE

At SIS we believe language is fundamental to learning and it permeates our Primary Years 
Programme.  By learning language as well as learning about and through language, we nurture 
an appreciation and love of literature and an understanding of effective use of language for 
different purposes.

The PYP provides a structure of language expectations which are identified over five phases.  
These phases are subdivided into four strands; listening and speaking, viewing and presenting, 
reading, and writing.

The SIS language scope and sequence documents identify the major expectations considered 
essential in the PYP; oral communication, written communication and visual communication.
In order to provide support for children at the pace and level most appropriate at different 
stages in their learning journey, staff from the nearest year groups join lessons for certain 
language strands.  
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THE TEACHING OF MATHS

The PYP provides a structure of expectations for primary maths in four phases of development.  
Each of these phases build upon and complement the previous one.  The phases are divided 
into five strands: number, pattern and function, data handling, measurement, and shape and 
space.

Wherever possible mathematics is taught through the relevant, realistic context of the unit of 
inquiry, when this is not achievable mathematics is taught as a standalone subject.
Groupings for maths vary, as in language, depending on the focus of maths at different points in 
the year, this is sometimes as a class and sometimes following the flexible grouping approach.

PROGRAMME SUPPORT

English Language Development

SIS has an ELD department which offers support to non-native English speakers, whose 
knowledge of the English language may be weak on entering the school.  ELD classes provide 
new students with a supportive, protected environment in which they can try out their 
language skills and develop confidence in their abilities.  In this way the child not only develops 
competency in meeting academic goals, but is also able to participate in school culture and 
become a fully integrated member of our community.

This support may be outside the classroom in reduced groups or within the classroom 
depending on the needs of the individual child.  The need for support may be determined 
during the application process or within a few weeks of the child’s attendance at the school.  
Parents will be informed of the school’s recommendations for language support. Parents may 
be asked to make additional payment for this service, depending upon the requirements of the 
pupil and the level of support needed.
 
The school encourages parents to take on an active role in their child’s progress in English and 
facilitates liaison with educational staff.



Learning Support

SIS offers a learning support programme which is designed to recognise and give support 
to students experiencing difficulties in adapting and successfully learning in a mainstream 
educational environment. At SIS we recognise all children as individuals with a wide range of 
abilities and learning styles but we also have a responsibility to address any concerns that may 
arise during a student’s school career.

The SIS code of practice for special needs and learning support is not designed to label 
students but to ensure that appropriate provision is made for every student to realise his or 
her maximum potential in all areas of development. Our main aims are to work positively with 
students and parents and to keep them informed about progress being made and any concerns 
which may arise. We are also able to offer the assistance of external professionals, should this 
be necessary.

Parents may be asked to make additional payment for this service, depending upon the 
requirements of the pupil and the level of support needed.

Home languages

More than 35 countries are represented with more than 25 different languages amongst 
students at SIS. We believe that language development is fundamental to learning, 
understanding and communication. We encourage our students to understand and use their 
languages at home. This enables them to learn about cultures and share with each other 
different perspectives related to our units. We support and encourage students to develop 
vocabulary and improve their knowledge and understanding of their languages and cultures.

HOME ACTIVITIES 
SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING

At SIS, we aim to develop the skills and attitudes for independent learning through a personal 
learning approach which addresses the needs of each individual child.
Home activities should be mostly quality research-type, inquiry based activities along with 
encouragement of reading for both purpose and enjoyment. This is arguably the single most 
important habit to develop in children.

In line with current research, SIS home activities within the PYP programme will:

• Focus on pupils’ current language, maths and learning targets (they could include spelling 
and mental maths).

• Support the unit of inquiry and be a natural extension of what is happening at school.
• These home activities should be encouraged and celebrated by both teachers and parents.
• Children will usually be given a week to complete home activities but this may vary at the 

discretion of the teacher.  Homework assignments are posted on the class Google site.
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At SIS we encourage active participation in 
a wide variety of PE and sports activities. 
Our Sports programme aims to promote 
physical, intellectual, emotional and 
social development through a balanced 
programme which includes gymnastics, 
dance and games. 

Children in EC1 - P2 should come in PE kit on 
their PE days.  From P3 up they should come 
in PE kit if their PE lesson is in the morning 
and bring uniform to change afterwards.  In 
this way time spent in PE can be maximised. 

SPORTS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

We make the most of our facilities with 
a full programme of after-school sports 
clubs, including football, swimming, tennis, 
golf and climbing. The school regularly 
competes in a variety of events such as 
basket ball, swimming, uni-hoc, rugby and 
football against other schools, both local and 
regional.

Primary school sports day involves all 
children in a range of activities. Events 
include obstacle races and ball skills, in 
addition to the more traditional activities 
such as track and field.
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION  
TECHNOLOGY
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Information and Communication Technology (ICT) skills are taught throughout the primary 
school, from EC1 to P6. ICT is integrated into both the units of inquiry and stand alone core 
subjects. In addition, there are weekly ICT lessons led/facilitated by the primary ICT specialist.

Our ICT programme encompasses the use of a wide range of digital tools, media and learning 
environments. The programme provides opportunities for students to investigate, create, 
communicate, collaborate, organize and be responsible for their own learning and actions. 

At SIS and through ICT we offer students greater opportunities for interactive communication 
and exchange of information through global collaboration, authentic learning, expansion of the 
learning community, and empowerment for all learners.

At SIS and through ICT we offer students greater opportunities for interactive communication 
and exchange of information through global collaboration, authentic learning, expansion of the 
learning community, and empowerment for all learners.

In the rapidly changing electronic world SIS offers unparalleled facilities for educating children 
in the 21st century.



THE SAN ROQUE BOARDING HOUSE
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All primary students at SIS 
receive tuition in Spanish. 
Students new to the Spanish 
language begin by developing 
conversational skills and an 
understanding of Spanish 
culture. Students at higher levels 
are able to further develop their 
linguistic competence, extending 
their knowledge to include 
communication and literacy 
skills.
Native speakers of Spanish 
follow the curriculum guidelines 
of the Spanish Ministry of 
Education. However the 
international dimension of our 

Expressive Arts play an important and integral part in the primary school curriculum. There are 
several major productions during the year involving all primary school students.

Music and movement is taught to all year groups EC1 - P6 by a music specialist who works 
closely with the classroom teachers in order to integrate music with the units of inquiry.  At 
other times music is taught as a standalone subject and attention is given to developing musical 
understanding, skills and knowledge.  SIS is renowned for its flourishing primary choir and 
talented instrumental groups which perform regularly at local venues.

Opportunities to learn additional instruments are available through private tuition by peripatetic 
teachers both during and after school.

At SIS we recognise that the 
learning of languages provides 
a valuable educational, social 
and cultural experience for 
all children. Every pupil in 
the Primary school has the 
opportunity to acquire Spanish 
within the normal school 
timetable at a level appropriate 
for his/her needs. Spanish is 
integrated into the units of 
inquiry and provides a medium 
for cross-curricular links and for 
the reinforcement of knowledge, 
skills and understanding 
developed in other subjects.

school is taken into account 
when planning the overall 
programme. Language and 
Social Studies form the basis 
of the Spanish LOE Programme 
and, whenever possible, aspects 
of this programme are integrated 
into the units of inquiry.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS

SPANISH 
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LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM  

Through our Programme of Inquiry, students participate in a wide range of learning opportuni-
ties which take place outside the classroom. These are an important element of our curriculum 
and are linked to the units of inquiry and enable children to make connections between their 
learning and the real world. They range from short local visits to trips further afield. The com-
plexity and duration of the field trips increase as the children move up the school with primary 
classes from P4 attending at least one overnight trip during the academic year.

An authorisation form, to be signed and returned, will be sent out before the excursion with 
more details.  As a requirement all our excursions are preceded with a risk assessment.

WHAT TO BRING

All children need a bag to bring belongings to school.  From P1 this needs to be big enough for 
an A4 sized folder to fit enabling the adequate care of books being carried between school and 
home. Each year group will share with parents and students any specific requirements of pencils 
and pens, etc.

Children should bring a snack for the morning. We recommend a small healthy snack such as 
fruit.  

Children do move between different buildings on a daily basis and so it is important that 
adequate waterproof coats are provided for students when there is a possibility of wet weather.
All children in EC1 - P2 are provided with a peg to hang their bags and coats.
Students in P3- P6 are provided with a locker. Each locker has an individual code and we 
encourage students to keep the code to themselves.  If they have any problems with the locker 
they should speak to their class teacher.  We encourage parents to support their children to 
keep their locker clean and tidy.
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To help with the organisation of sporting events and different activities. Students are assigned to one of 
four teams, egyptians, greeks, phoenicians and romans. We try where possible to ensure that siblings are 
placed in the same team. Students are assigned to their team during the admissions process.

SCHOOL TEAMS

STUDENT COUNCIL

The Primary Student Council is a 
proactive group elected by the 
students.
In the primary school there are 
representatives from each group from 
P3 to P6.

They meet regularly at student 
council meetings to report ideas, 
suggestions and concerns which have 
been the subject of class debate.

Student Council goals:

• To promote school values
• To help students adopt a positive 

attitude towards responsibilities, 
rights and duties

• To enable students to develop 
leadership qualities

• To develop a sense of community 
and social compassion 

The SIS Student Council creates 
opportunities for all individuals in 
the school community, local and 
global, to be listened to, treated with 
respect and have their views and 
contributions considered and valued.

Through close liaison with the 
Student Council in the secondary 
school, we aim to develop a 
mechanism for involving the whole 
school community, students, teachers 
and parents.
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RECREATIONAL AREAS

Our Primary School believes in the importance of play and creativity and our aim is to provide recreation 
areas which allow and support this.  Outside the Little Einstein building (EC1 to P1) we have an extensive 
play area which is currently being divided into different sections.  Each section is being designed and 
developed to be used and enjoyed in different ways.  These areas will include a nature reserve including 
a bug hotel, an outdoor kitchen, a music wall, a water/sand play area, a climbing/obstacle area, a ball 
play area, a floor games area, a digging/archaeological site, an outdoor stage, and a free play area.
 
Early Childhood also has a separate and enclosed playground which includes adventure equipment 
and all-weather soft flooring.  Outside the Sue Jenkins Centre for Learning building (P2 to P4) there 
is a basketball/football court for students to use at break and lunchtimes, as well as a playground and 
shaded areas for students to enjoy

ALLOCATION OF CLASSES

Towards the end of each academic year all pri-
mary classes are allocated for the following aca-
demic year.  At Sotogrande International School 
our policy is to allocate classes after careful con-
sideration of the pupils’ learning and social needs 
and to support the fulfilment of the objectives 
outlined below.

Objectives

Classes are allocated to:
• address the learning needs of the year group 

as a whole, whilst bearing in mind the needs 
of the individual pupil

• produce balanced classes in terms of age, 
sex, language ability, other abilities, special 
needs, behavioural characteristics, new pupils 
and cultural background

• develop diverse social skills and independ-
ence

• allow broad friendship groups to develop 
across the year group

• facilitate the grouping of some children with 
similar needs

• reduce situations of conflict or difficulty
• allow children to maintain close positive 

friendships where appropriate

The task of allocating pupils is very complex in 
nature but if we satisfy these objectives then this 
should lead to improved learning, overall balance 
and long-term harmony
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