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We are a learning community, passionate about providing an International Education, 
which inspires and encourages learning and intercultural understanding. We facilitate 

self-discovery and the development of unique interests, gifts and talents, whilst promoting 
service learning as a force for good in the world.
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SOTOGRANDE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL VALUES
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SIS puts the IB Learner Profile into action by embedding it along with 
the MYP attitudes into our School Values.
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The MYP is a programme of international   
education designed for students aged 11 to 16, 
a period that is a particularly critical phase of 
personal and intellectual development. The  
programme aims to develop inquiring,  
knowledgeable and caring young people with 
the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and 
skills necessary to participate actively and   
responsibly in an interrelated, complex and 
changing world. Learning how to learn and how 
to evaluate information critically is as important 
as learning facts. The MYP builds on the work 
of the Primary School (the IB Primary Years  
Programme) and prepares students for entry 
to the IB Diploma Programme (D1 and D2), 
a universally recognised rigorous, academic 
course which allows students to gain entry to 
universities and colleges world-wide. 

The SIS mission statement recognises the   
importance of helping students to understand 
the nature of the world in which we live and, 
importantly, to help develop a personal value 
system that will enable them to live as proactive 
members of their local community and the world 
at large.
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BACCALAUREATE (IB)
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SIS VALUES

The major features of our mission statement are the emphasis we place on teaching and 
learning (inspired learning); the promotion of intercultural understanding; and the notion 
of enrichment both of students’ lives and, through contribution and service, the lives of 
others.

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who recognise 
our common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet and help to create a better 
and more peaceful world. The IB learner profile is expressed as a series of desired   
attitudes and attributes that characterise successful learners and global citizens.

The SIS Values are a more specific embodiment of our mission statement and are 
based on the IB learner profile, which is a requirement for all IB programmes in IB world 
schools. We have added to and refined the IB learner profile to match our own unique 
philosophy. There are eleven sections in the SIS Values which reflect the different at-
titudes and attributes that we regard as important in developing our students as global 
citizens and in helping them to achieve excellence.
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Holistic learning is based on the principle that all knowledge is interrelated and that 
the curriculum should cater to the development of the whole person, the attributes of 
whom are described by the IB Learner Profile/SIS Values.

SIS stresses the importance of this principle by encouraging connections across         
disciplines and generating interdisciplinary activities whenever appropriate on both    
formal and informal levels. The SIS Values make an explicit link between the mission 
statement and what we do in practice. Each year, across grade levels and school-wide, 
we undertake a range of interdisciplinary investigations.   

Intercultural awareness is based on the principle that school communities should        
encourage and promote international mindedness by engaging with and exploring 
worldwide cultures, a key feature of international education as reflected in the attributes 
of the IB Learner Profile/SIS Values. 

At SIS, we consistently focus our attention on cultures worldwide, working to help     
create a global community of learners. The study of our host country culture is infused 
throughout the MYP programme with frequent field trips to visit places of interest, 
within Andalucía, elsewhere in Spain, and beyond. Additionally, all MYP students are           
offered opportunities to become proactively involved in generating authentic goals and 
learning experiences in extended community service opportunities in Spain, Morocco, 
Uganda and Ecuador which are offered in collaboration with our SIS student-led NGO,            
The Kindred Project http://www.thekindredproject.gl/ 

Communication is based on the principle that schools should encourage open and      
effective communication; important skills that contribute to international understanding 
as exemplified by the attributes of the IB Learner Profile/SIS Values.
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THE MYP FRAMEWORK

The MYP aims to foster the attitudes and 
actions of global citizens, nurture lifelong 
learning skills, and equip students to adapt 
to the challenges of an ever more complex 
world, combined with an academically 
rigorous programme. Three fundamental 
principles underpin the MYP framework: 
holistic education, intercultural awareness 
and communication.



THE IB MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME MODEL

Surrounding the individual learner, are the features of the programme that help           
students develop their emerging sense of self and responsibility in their community 
as well as their learning. Teaching and learning is hence underpinned by the following    
features: 

Conceptual understanding: concepts are big ideas, which form the basis of teaching 
and learning in the MYP. They ensure breadth and depth in the curriculum to              
promote learning within and across subject areas. MYP students use concepts as 
a vehicle to inquire into issues and ideas of personal, local and global significance 
and examine knowledge holistically. The MYP prescribes sixteen key interdisciplinary       
concepts along with related concepts for each discipline. 

Approaches to Learning (ATL): a unifying thread throughout all MYP subject groups, 
are skills which help students manage their own learning. They provide a foundation 
for independent learning and success in further education and the world beyond the 
classroom. Developing and applying these communication, social, self-management, 
research and thinking skills helps students learn how to learn, a fundamental goal of SIS.

The ATL skills that students are encouraged to develop in the MYP are:

• communication skills
• social: collaboration skills
• self-management: organization, affective and reflection skills
• research: information literacy and media literacy skills
• thinking: critical-thinking, creative and transfer skills

Global Contexts: provide shared starting points for inquiry into what it means to 
be internationally minded, framing a curriculum that promotes multilingualism,                     
intercultural understanding and global engagement. Students learn best when their 
learning experiences have context and are connected to their lives and the knowledge 
gained from the world they have experienced.

Using global contexts, MYP students develop an understanding of their common        
humanity and shared guardianship of the planet through developmentally appropriate 
explorations of:

• identities and relationships
• orientation in space and time
• personal and cultural expression
• scientific and technical innovation
• globalization and sustainability
• fairness and development

9
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Service and action is a required component of the IB MYP, which goes hand in hand 
with our SIS mission statement,

Through their engagement with service and action, MYP students will continue to       
 increase their awareness of their own strengths and areas for growth, undertake 
new challenges, plan and initiate activities, work collaboratively with others, show             
perseverance and commitment, engage with locally and globally significant challenges 
and consider the ethical implication of their actions. 

At SIS, students are provided with numerous opportunities for service involvement in 
each year of the programme, which are in turn aligned with the MYP learning    
outcomes. Action becomes part of the MYP unit plans, which demonstrate appropriate 
opportunities, through inquiry, to participate in service as action. Students will also 
get the chance to engage with service and action activities, at a local and global level, 
through our SIS student-led NGO, The Kindred Project.

All MYP students must fulfil the SIS expectations for participation in community  service, 
which is a requirement of the IB MYP Certificate.

SERVICE AND ACTION
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MYP PROJECTS 

MYP projects are guided by models of service learning and provide stepping-stones 
towards the Diploma Programme core requirements for Creativity, Action and Service 
(CAS).

MYP projects help students to develop the attributes of the IB learner profile; they 
enable students to engage in practical explorations through a cycle of inquiry,             
action and reflection. Students decide what they want to learn about, identify what they        
already know, discovering what they will need to know to complete the project, and   
create a proposal or criteria for completing it.

The Community Project

In M3 students complete the IB MYP Community Project. The Community Project 
focuses on community and service; encouraging students to explore their right and 
responsibility to implement service as action in the community. Students have an 
opportunity to develop awareness of needs in various communities addressing those 
needs through service learning. As a consolidation of learning, the community project 
allows students to engage in a sustained, in-depth inquiry leading to service as action in 
the community. 

The Community Project may be completed individually by groups of maximum 3  
students, and is formally assessed in the same way as the M5 Personal Project. The 
presentation at the end of the community project is an oral presentation delivered to an 
audience. This may be an audience of teachers, peers, family and friends, or the larger 
community. The frequency of meetings between students and their supervisor may 
change according to the type of project, the topic, characteristics of the students  
involved, or the stages of the project. At least three formal meetings must be held  
between each student and his/her supervisor.

The Personal Project 

The Personal Project is a culminating experience in which M5 students complete an 
extended, self-directed piece of work. It allows students to investigate an area of truly 
personal interest. This area should be framed as a problem that exists for them on a 
personal, local or global platform. They will focus on the production of a product as a 
solution to the identified problem, enabling students to engage in practical explorations 
through a cycle of inquiry, action and reflection. The Personal Project allows students to 
strengthen and apply their ATL skills. As it is a culminating piece of work for the MYP, 
it provides students an excellent opportunity to consolidate and apply their previous 
learning from the MYP. The individual nature of the Personal Project allows students to 
demonstrate and apply their preferred learning style. The process is completely personal 
and students will be expected to work thorough their learning journefy independently, 
with the support and guidance of a supervisor. 

All students in M5 must complete the Personal Project in order to obtain the SIS MYP 
Certificate. Only under exceptional circumstances can a student withdraw from the 
Personal Project element. In which case, the student will not be eligible to be awarded 
with the SIS MYP Certificate. However, the student could still receive an SIS MYP Course 
Results.



THE CURRICULUM

The programme model of the MYP places the student at its centre. This underscores the 
belief in educating the whole person, and placing importance on student inquiry. The 
MYP subject groups are:
1. Language and Literature (English, Spanish and Russian)
2. Language Acquisition (English, Spanish, French and German)
3. Individuals and Societies (Economics, Geography and History)
4. Mathematics
5. Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
6. Arts (Drama, Music, Visual Art, Film Studies)
7. Design (Digital Design, Computer Science)
8. Physical and Health Education.

The MYP requires the study of at least two languages (language of instruction and 
additional language of choice) to support students in understanding their own cultures 
and those of others. Students also have the opportunity in the Language acquisition 
subject-group to learn a new language (Spanish, French or German). 

Flexible pathways: M4-M5 Electives

SIS believes in providing opportunities for students to find their unique talent, be this in 
sports, arts, languages, sciences or beyond. Hence students in MYP years 3 and 4 are 
offered the opportunity to choose specific subject courses, which will be studied for two 
years (M4 and M5) until the end of MYP year 5. Students’ subject choices should reflect 
their plans for further study, including adequate preparation for the Diploma Programme 
and beyond, where appropriate. 

In addition to the five compulsory courses (one each from MYP subject groups 1-5), 
students must choose one subject from each of the following three electives:

• Elective 1  Arts/Computer Design
• Elective 2   Physical Health Education (PHE)/Extended Sciences/Visual Art/  
   Digital Design
• Elective 3  Spanish Language Acquisition/French Language Acquisition/
   German Language Acquisition/Digital Design/Film Studies/GCP/ELD

All students must also participate in both of the following elements: Sports, Health and 
Exercise (all practical) and the Advisory programme.
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Presentations are given by the MYP Coordinator to introduce the MYP to parents in early 
September. Parent-teacher and student-led conferences and further MYP information 
meetings (curriculum, assessment, reporting, electives, Personal Project, etc.) are  
scheduled throughout the school year. Please refer to the school calendar for details. 

Homework
Homework is an integral part of the SIS academic programme. Homework provides all 
students with meaningful opportunities to reinforce their learning at school and to  
develop appropriate attitudes, habits and commitment to learning. It is important that all 
students maintain a record of homework set and planned. 

Homework activities are an important means for teachers to check and support  
students’ understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills. Homework encourages  
organization, planning, and self-discipline; furthermore, homework demonstrates a  
commitment to academic work. 

If your son or daughter was absent from school when homework was set or was due, 
he/she must meet with his/her teacher immediately to determine ways to cover missed 
work. 

Pastoral care and student support

We expect students to demonstrate behaviour that reflects the school’s philosophy and 
SIS Values and recognise that students learn by example.

Students should:

• show respect, understanding and sensitivity towards other cultures and the rights of 
others

• grow in their capacity to exercise sound moral judgements and democratic values
• learn and demonstrate self-discipline through mutual respect and concern for the   

local and global community
• accept personal responsibility for their actions and account to their teachers and  

parents/guardians for their conduct
• be diligent in pursuing their studies and attend school regularly and punctually
• comply with the school guidelines and expectations

To achieve this, SIS:

• provides a pastoral care and learning support structure in which all students feel  
secure and are able to progress and be successful

• provides a clear rewards system to promote a positive learning environment and  
reward those students who demonstrate high achievement, exceptional effort,  
outstanding service, excellent behaviour and other significant contributions to the 
school

• makes clear our expectations and deals with breaches of school guidelines in a fair, 
consistent and timely manner

These structures are designed to ensure that we have a safe environment in which all 
students can learn and succeed and in which they are rewarded for outstanding performance.

HOME-SCHOOL LINKS
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The Role of the Pastoral Leader and the Advisor 

Each year group has a pastoral leader who acts as the pastoral and organisational leader 
for the year; within each year group students are allocated to an Advisor.

The Advisor is the key contact person between parents and the school in matters 
concerning students’ pastoral care, academic progress and personal development. They 
play an important role in working with and supporting all students through their time at 
the school. They have an overview of students’ progress and take a particular interest in 
individual development.

Pastoral Support and Counselling

SIS tries to provide academic and pastoral support to all students through the pastoral 
leader, advisor or class teacher. If a student requires further support, this can be 
provided by the Learning Support team or outside agencies.

The pastoral leaders and DP students form reference points for mentoring with students. 
They get to know students well, act as role models and as a support network. As part of 
their service to the community, DP students are also available to act as trained mentors 
to students in the secondary school, allowing students to discuss issues in a less formal 
situation.

Learning Support

At SIS we provide students with the support they need in order to set and meet 
individual learning targets. Differentiation is an integral part of teaching and learning. 
This may involve utilising collaborative and cooperative learning, a variety of learning 
practices, creative approaches to teaching and learning, differing formats and modes 
of exploring and presenting knowledge and understanding being made available to the 
students. However, in those cases where students require instruction beyond regular 
teaching practices, learning support is provided. Following the school’s Learning 
diversity/Inclusion policy, the student’s learning needs are considered on an individual 
basis and, when necessary, Learning Support is provided by our successful Learning 
Support team at an additional cost. 

14
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MYP YEARS 1-5 COURSE OVERVIEWS

English, Spanish LOMCE and Russian

Language and Literature is an academically rigorous study of both language and literature, which aims to 
equip students with linguistic, analytical and communicative skills. Students who study this course should 
have their chosen language as their mother tongue, or very near-native proficiency. Students develop an 
appreciation of the nature of language and literature, of the many influences on language and literature, 
and of its power and beauty. 

Aims
The study of MYP Language and Literature is to encourage and enable students to:
• use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression and social 

interaction
• develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary and non-literary 

works 
• develop a lifelong interest in reading widely and apply language skills in a variety of real-life contexts

Main Objectives

A) Analysing

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to:
 
• analyse the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the relationships 

between texts 
• analyse the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience 
• justify opinions and ideas, using examples, explanations and terminology 
• evaluate similarities and differences by connecting features across and within genres and texts

B) Organising

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to: 

• employ organizational structures that serve the context and intention 
• organise opinions and ideas in a sustained, coherent and logical manner
• use referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context and inten-

tion

C) Producing text 

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to: 

• produce texts that demonstrate insight, imagination and sensitivity while exploring and reflecting criti-
cally on new perspectives and ideas arising from personal engagement with the creative process

• make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating awareness of 
impact on an audience

• select relevant details and examples to develop ideas

D) Using language

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to:
 
•  use appropriate and varied vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of expression 
•  write and speak in a register and style that serve the context and intention 
•  use correct grammar, syntax and punctuation 
•  spell (alphabetic languages), write (character languages) and pronounce with accuracy 
•  use appropriate non-verbal communication techniques

GROUP 1: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (ALSO KNOWN AS LANGUAGE A)



English

In MYP English the study of literature and language is integrated and organised within a 
framework of the key literary genres: prose fiction, prose non-fiction, poetry, drama and media. 
The department recognises the importance of language in establishing links between subjects, 
cultures and other areas of experience, and as a vehicle for thought, communication, creativity, 
and self-expression.

In order to build and extend their language skills, students are given opportunities to 
communicate in a variety of styles and forms for a range of purposes and audiences. Oral skills 
are developed through presentations and interpretations and through formal/informal discussion 
such as literature circles, talks and speeches. Grammar, spelling and punctuation are taught in 
context and according to the individual needs of students.

As they progress through the MYP the focus shifts more towards literary analysis and response 
through the study of a range of genres, enabling a clearly defined progression from the MYP 
to the Diploma. Emphasis in literature is on encouraging students to relate their work in English 
to the real world and own world experiences. At MYP this is achieved through inquiry based on 
the Global Contexts. Reading and responding to texts gives students the opportunity to view 
the world through different cultures and different perspectives, and to recognise that there is a 
common link amongst humans regardless of distance, time, or culture.

In all courses and across all grades the aim is promote an enjoyment of literature and language. 
Students are encouraged and expected to develop their love of literature and language through 
their own independent reading across a range of literary genres.

Spanish Language and Literature: Educación LOMCE

Two general aspects help to shape the character of LOMCE (national educational system) in our 
school, its scope and diversity at all levels. The first aspect belongs to the legal area, the second 
to the cultural side. Any student of Spanish nationality must take two subjects in Spanish. Any 
student of a different nationality who is proficient in Spanish may also study LOMCE.

We teach Spanish Language and Literature and Geography and History (Individuals and 
Societies) by applying the rules of the programmes and teaching hours established by the 
Ministry of Education and Science. We have developed a curriculum, which has been adapted 
to the philosophy and methodology of the IB MYP, and the social progress of science and 
technology, which in turn has changed our idea of traditional education and allowed us to 
devote many resources to the MYP.

The main objective of these programmes is to obtain the certificate of Secondary Education, 
enabling students to access the IB Diploma and, at a later stage, direct entry into Spanish 
Universities. By studying these subjects in Spanish, students are prepared with the right skills 
and resources to continue their studies in the Spanish language.

Dos aspectos generales, contribuyen a configurar el carácter de la enseñanza LOMCE en 
nuestro colegio, su dimensión y su diversidad a todos los niveles.  El primer aspecto pertenece 
al ámbito legal, el segundo al cultural. Todo alumno de nacionalidad española deberá cursar 
dos asignaturas en español. Asimismo  podrá cursarlas  todo alumno que lo desee siendo  de 
distintas nacionalidades con un buen nivel de español.
Se impartirán Lengua y Literatura Castellana y Geografía e Historia (Humanidades/Individuos y 
Sociedades) aplicando la normativa de programas y horas lectivas que establece el Ministerio de 
Educación y Ciencia. Desarrollándose  con  un currículo adaptado a la filosofía y  metodología 
del PAI y a los avances sociales de las ciencias y tecnologías cambiando nuestra idea de 
educación tradicional y dedicando una gran cantidad de recursos a este Sistema Educativo PAI.
El objetivo principal de estos programas será la obtención del título de Educación Secundaria 
Obligatoria, facilitando a los alumnos el paso a Bachillerato y posteriormente  el ingreso a 
Universidades españolas. Al estudiar estas asignaturas en español, los estudiantes están 
preparados con las habilidades y recursos adecuados para continuar sus estudios en la 
lengua española.

16



17

Russian

The MYP Russian Language and Literature course includes the study of literature pieces as 
well as structured essays on a variety of topics. Moreover, it features the study of classical and 
contemporary Russian literature, along with reflections on the problems in this day and age as 
presented in the literary texts. 
The programme focuses on the in-depth analysis of the following genres of literature: poetry, 
drama, and prose (and the components of each of these).
A crucially important aspect is the formation of an independent and analytical opinion by the 
students, as well as their being able to connect the contemporary socio-political problems with 
the problems outlined in the books studied. 
In addition, the development of oral communication skills in the form of discussions and oral 
reflection upon current political and economic issues forms a vital component of the course. 

Программа по русскому языку и литературе включает как изучение литературных произведений, так 
и сочинения-рассуждения на свободные темы. Кроме того, изучение произведений классической 
русской литературы и современных произведений, отражение актуальных проблем современности в 
литературных произведениях.
Изучение произведений по трем родам литературы: поэзии, прозы и драмы, особенности каждого из 
родов.
Важным аспектом является формирование у учащихся собственного мнения, аргументов про и 
контра, связи 
 общественно-политических проблем эпохи с проблемами литературных произведений.
Развитие навыков устной речи в форме дискуссий по актуальным экономическим и политическим 
темам.
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MYP YEARS 1-5 COURSE OVERVIEWS
GROUP 2: LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (ALSO KNOWN AS LANGUAGE B)

18

Englis, Spanish,French, German 

Aims
The aims of the teaching and learning of MYP Language Acquisition are to:
• develop the student’s communication skills necessary for study, work and leisure in a 

range of different, authentic contexts and for a range of audiences and purposes
• enable the student to develop multi-literacy skills through the use of a range of 

learning tools, such as multimedia, in the various modes of communication
• enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-

literary texts and to develop critical and creative techniques for comprehension and 
construction of meaning 

• enable the student to recognize and use language as a vehicle of thought, reflection 
and self expression and learning in other subjects, and as a tool for enhancing literacy 

• enable the student to understand the nature of language and the process of 
language learning, which comprises the integration of linguistic, cultural and social 
components

• offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language 
is spoken

• encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from own 
and other cultures, leading to involvement and action in own and other communities

 foster curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest and enjoyment in language learning

Language Acquisition Curriculum

Teaching and learning in Language Acquisition is organised in six phases. The phases 
represent a developmental continuum of additional language learning. Students may 
commence their Language Acquisition course in any phase on the continuum and 
may exit from any phase on the continuum. However, teachers must take note of the 
following stipulations:

• Students with no prior knowledge of the language to be studied as an MYP Language 
Acquisition course should start in phase 1.

• It is assumed that students exiting from phase 4 have had the equivalent of at least 
four years of language acquisition learning. 

• Phases 5 and 6 can be considered the step-over phase to MYP Language and 
Literature.

It is important to note that the phases are not organised in age groups or MYP years, 
rather the experience and language level of the individual student. Phases 4, 5 and 6 
allow for a smooth transition from MYP Language Acquisition to DP group 2 Higher 
Level courses — and those in Phase 6, to group 1 courses. The MYP framework for 
Language Acquisition reflects the concepts and skills of the presumed knowledge for 
these DP courses.
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Main Objectives

Our objectives, which are achieved at different levels in accordance with the criteria 
of the students’ placement, are to be able to communicate information, ideas and 
opinions and to demonstrate comprehension of these, both orally and in writing. In 
addition, students should be able to identify main ideas and supporting details and draw 
conclusions in these same ways, using appropriate structures and vocabulary. In the oral 
context, this should be done with comprehensible pronunciation and intonation. They 
should be able to request and provide information in formal and informal exchanges 
related to the Global Contexts and to cultural and international issues.

Students will then acquire the macro-skills of language - listening, speaking, reading, 
writing and viewing in ever-increasing levels of difficulty from complete beginner to 
near-native. Skills range from student self-expression to formal letters and literary 
analytical essays. Text handling is an important component in every level. Specific texts 
are listed in the departmental curriculum for MYP for each year and language.

Language Acquisition objectives are organised in four communicative processes: 

A) Comprehending spoken and visual text

As appropriate to the phase, the student is expected to be able to:

• listen for specific purposes and respond to show understanding
• interpret visual text that is presented with spoken text
• engage with the text by supporting opinion and personal response with evidence and 

examples from the text

B) Comprehending written and visual text

As appropriate to the phase, the student is expected to be able to:

• read for specific purposes and respond to show understanding 
• interpret visual text that is presented with written text
• engage with the text by supporting opinion and personal response with evidence and 

examples from  the text

C) Communicating in response to spoken, written and visual text

As appropriate to the phase, the student is expected to be able to:

• interact and communicate in various situations 
• express thoughts, feelings, ideas, opinions and information in spoken and written 
form 
• speak and write for specific purposes 

D) Using language in spoken and written form

As appropriate to the phase, the student is expected to be able to:

• interact and communicate in various situations
• organize thoughts, feelings, ideas, opinions and information in spoken and written  
          form
• develop accuracy when speaking and writing in the target language



Integrated Humanities and Humanidades LOMCE

The IB MYP Individuals and Societies encourages learners to respect and understand the world 
around them and equip them with a skills base appropriate for a learner in the 21st century. It 
involves inquiring into historical, contemporary, geographical, political, social, economic, religious, 
technological and cultural contexts that influence and have an impact on individuals, societies 
and environments. This encourages learners, both students and teachers, to consider varied local 
and global contexts. The MYP Individuals and Societies defines itself as incorporating disciplines 
traditionally found in the humanities, such as history and philosophy, as well as disciplines 
found in the social sciences, such as economics, geography, sociology and politics. Through the 
MYP framework, knowledge and conceptual understanding, as well as thinking critically and 
communication, contribute to the development of the student as a whole.

Aims

The aims of the teaching and learning of MYP Individuals and Societies are to encourage and 
enable the student to:

• appreciate the range of human and environmental commonalities and diversities
• understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and environments 

in different contexts
• understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve over time
• identify and develop a concern for human and environmental well-being
• act upon opportunities to be a responsible global citizen
• develop effective inquiry skills to achieve conceptual understanding in humanities

Main Objectives

A) Knowing and understanding

Students develop factual and conceptual knowledge about individuals and societies. In order to 
reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to:
• use terminology in context 
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts 

through descriptions, explanations and examples

B) Investigating

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to:
• formulate a clear and focused research question and justify its relevance 
• formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question
• use research methods to collect and record relevant information 
• evaluate the process and results of the investigation 

C) Communicating

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to:
• communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the audience and purpose
• structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the specified format
• document sources of information using a recognized convention 

D) Thinking critically

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to:
• discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation and theories
• synthesize information to make valid arguments 
• analyse and evaluate a range of sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, examining 

values and  limitations 
• interpret different perspectives and their implications
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MYP YEARS 1-5 COURSE OVERVIEWS
GROUP 3: INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES (ALSO KNOWN AS HUMANITIES)
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Biology, Chemistry and Physics

The IB MYP Sciences sets out to educate students for life in the twenty-first century. The 
sciences and their methods of investigation offer a way of learning through inquiry that can 
contribute to the development of an analytical and critical way of thinking. MYP Sciences 
emphasizes the role of inquiry and encourages the development of not only scientific inquiry 
skills but also transferable thinking skills.

The Sciences are relevant to the interests of students, providing them with opportunities to 
explore the role of science in historical and contemporary contexts. We aim to help students 
appreciate the links between science and everyday life as well as the dynamic interactions 
between science and society. The Sciences contribute to helping students broaden their 
understanding of themselves as individuals and as collective members of society and the natural 
environment.

Extended Science is offered as an elective course in M4 and M5 for those students who wish to 
extend their skills in science, access Higher Level IB Diploma courses and have shown evidence 
of aptitude, potential and ability. N.B. Only the higher Sciences grade will count towards the final 
MYP grade.

Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of MYP Sciences are to encourage and enable students to:

• develop inquiring minds and curiosity about science and the natural world
• acquire knowledge, conceptual understanding and skills to solve problems and make 

informed decisions in scientific and other contexts
• develop skills of scientific inquiry to design and carry out scientific investigations and 

evaluate scientific evidence to draw conclusions
• communicate scientific ideas, arguments and practical experiences accurately in a variety of 

ways
• think analytically, critically and creatively to solve problems, judge arguments and make 

decisions in scientific and other contexts
• appreciate the benefits and limitations of science and its application in technological 

developments
• understand the international nature of science and the interdependence of science, 

technology and society, including the benefits, limitations and implications imposed by social, 
economic, political, environmental, cultural and ethical factors

• demonstrate attitudes and develop values of honesty and respect for themselves, others, and 
their shared environment

Main Objectives

The course objectives are closely aligned to the four sciences assessment criteria:

A) Knowing and understanding

In order to reach the aims of sciences, students should be able to:

• explain scientific knowledge 
• apply scientific knowledge and understanding to solve problems set in familiar and unfamiliar 

situations
• analyse and evaluate information to make scientifically supported judgments

MYP YEARS 1-5 COURSE OVERVIEWS
GROUP 4: SCIENCES



B) Inquiring and designing

In order to reach the aims of sciences, students should be able to:

• explain a problem or question to be tested by a scientific investigation 
• formulate a testable hypothesis and explain it using scientific reasoning
• explain how to manipulate the variables, and explain how data will be collected 
• design scientific investigations 

C) Processing and evaluating

In order to reach the aims of sciences, students should be able to:

• present collected and transformed data 
• interpret data and explain results using scientific reasoning 
• evaluate the validity of a hypothesis based on the outcome of the scientific investigation
• evaluate the validity of the method
• explain improvements or extensions to the method

D) Reflecting on the impacts of science

In order to reach the aims of sciences, students should be able to:

• explain the ways in which science is applied and used to address a specific problem or issue
• discuss and evaluate the various implications of the use of science and its application in 

solving a specific problem or issue
• apply communication modes effectively
• document the work of others and sources of information used
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Extended Mathematics, Standard Mathematics

MYP Mathematics sets out to give students an appreciation of the usefulness, power and beauty 
of mathematics. Mathematics is considered both as a means of modelling systems using a 
universal language and in exploring that language for its own sake.

Mathematics places emphasis on understanding and it is expected that skills will be developed 
and attitudes fostered, wherever possible, in the context of inquiry and interest. This necessitates 
flexibility in methodology and so different approaches are adopted where appropriate, for 
example: practical work, projects, investigations, graphical calculator and computer work.

Students are encouraged to investigate mathematics independently, to explore relationships 
within the subject and to recognise and exploit the interaction between mathematics and other 
subjects.

Aims

The aims of the MYP Mathematics are to enable students to:

• develop their mathematical knowledge and oral, written and practical skills in a way which 
encourages confidence and provides satisfaction and enjoyment

• apply mathematics in everyday situations and develop an understanding of the part which 
mathematics plays in the world around them

• develop an understanding of mathematical principles and flexible strategies for problems of 
which solutions are not obvious

• develop an ability to apply mathematics in other subjects, particularly science and 
technology

• develop the abilities to reason logically, to classify, to generalise and to prove
• appreciate patterns and relationships in mathematics

MYP Mathematics aims to equip all students with the knowledge, understanding and intellectual 
capabilities to address further courses in mathematics, as well as to prepare those students who 
will use mathematics in their workplace and life in general.

Main Objectives

In MYP Mathematics, the four main objectives support the IB Learner Profile, promoting the 
development of students who are knowledgeable, inquirers, communicators and reflective 
learners.

A) Knowing and understanding

In order to reach the aims of mathematics, students should be able to:

• select appropriate mathematics when solving problems 
• apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving problems 
• solve problems correctly in both familiar and unfamiliar situations in a variety of contexts

B) Investigating patterns

In order to reach the aims of mathematics, students should be able to:

• select and apply mathematical problem-solving techniques to discover complex patterns 
• describe patterns as general rules consistent with findings 
• prove, or verify and justify, general rules

MYP YEARS 1-5 COURSE OVERVIEWS
GROUP 5: MATHEMATICS



C) Communicating

In order to reach the aims of mathematics, students should be able to: 

• use appropriate mathematical language (notation, symbols and terminology) in both oral 
and written explanations 

• use appropriate forms of mathematical representation to present information 
• move between different forms of mathematical representation 
• communicate complete, coherent and concise mathematical lines of reasoning
• organize information using a logical structure

D) Applying mathematics in real-life contexts

In order to reach the aims of mathematics, students should be able to:

• identify relevant elements of authentic real-life situations 
• select appropriate mathematical strategies when solving authentic real-life situations 
• apply the selected mathematical strategies successfully to reach a solution 
• justify the degree of accuracy of a solution 
• justify whether a solution makes sense in the context of the authentic real-life situation

MYP Mathematics provides a framework of concepts and skills organized into the following four 
branches of mathematics: 1) Number, 2) Algebra, 3) Geometry and trigonometry, 4) Statistics 
and probability.

It is organised so that students can work at two levels of ability: Standard mathematics and 
Extended mathematics.

• Standard mathematics aims to give all students a sound knowledge of basic mathematical 
concepts while allowing them to develop the skills needed to meet the objectives of MYP 
mathematics.

• Extended mathematics consists of the standard mathematics framework supplemented by 
additional concepts and skills. This level provides the foundation for students who wish to 
pursue further studies in mathematics, for example, mathematics Higher Level (HL) as part 
of the IB Diploma Programme.
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Visual Art, Drama, Music, Film Studies

Involvement with the arts can contribute to an inquiring and empathetic world view, 
stimulate imaginations, challenge perceptions, develop thinking and analytical skills, 
enrich emotional, cultural and spiritual lives, uplift and entertain: this is the goal of MYP 
Arts. 
The arts are a universal form of human expression and a unique way of knowing that 
engage us in affective, imaginative and productive activity. Learning through the arts 
helps us to explore, shape and communicate our sense of identity and understanding 
of the world, while providing opportunities to develop self- confidence, resilience and 
adaptability. MYP Arts value the process of creating artwork as much as the finished 
product.
The SIS Arts is motivated by the belief that individual creativity is an essential, central 
and vital part of education. To this end we embrace enthusiasm and excellence, 
independent thinking, and inclusive participation. In addition to the curricular 
opportunities offered, the many clubs available give students freedom to explore their 
own Arts interests. Whatever their age or ability, there is always space for the student 
to explore and extend projects independently. Students and teachers alike find joy and 
fulfilment in the very process of learning.

Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of MYP Arts are for students to:

• understand how the arts play a role in developing and expressing personal and 
cultural identities

• appreciate how the arts innovate and communicate across time and culture
• become informed and reflective practitioners of the arts
• experience the process of making art in a variety of situations
• explore, express and communicate ideas
• become more effective learners, inquirers and thinkers
• develop self-confidence and self-awareness through art experiences
• appreciate lifelong learning in and enjoyment of the arts

At SIS in MYP years M1 to M3, Arts courses are taught in a carousel rotation with all 
students studying each subject twice within one academic year. When progressing to 
M4 and M5 students choose which area/-s they would like to specialise in for this two-
year part of the MYP. The courses chosen will be fixed until the end of M5.

Drama

Drama engages students in an active relationship with theatre and encourages 
autonomous learning and exploration. It encourages the growth of creative, reflective 
and communication skills through practical work. Emphasis is placed on the artistic 
process and the students’ understanding of this process as an essential component 
to their artistic development through continuous investigation, planning, goal setting, 
rehearsing, performing, reflection and evaluation.
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Music

Music functions as a means of personal and communal identity and expression, and embodies the social 
and cultural values of individuals and communities. This scenario invites exciting exploration and sensitive 
study. Music, and all of its associations, may vary considerably from one musical culture to another; yet 
music may share similarities. Such richness offers a variety of ways to encounter and engage with a 
constantly changing world.

A vibrant musical education fosters curiosity and openness to both familiar and unfamiliar musical 
worlds. Through such a study of music we learn to hear relationships of pitch in sound, pattern in rhythm 
and unfolding sonic structures. Through participating in the study of music we are able to explore the 
similarities, differences and links in music from within our own culture and that of others across time. 
Informed and active musical engagement allows us to explore and discover relationships between lived 
human experience and specific sound combinations and technologies, thus informing us more fully of the 
world around us, and the nature of humanity.

Visual Art 

Visual Art is designed to develop the students’ ability to express their ideas, their personalities, their 
interpretation of the world and the sense of pride that comes with mastering media skills and producing 
unique work. The creative cycle is used.  Research, selection, learning media skills, and evaluation give the 
student tools to express themselves and a way of working. There should always be space for the student 
to independently explore and extend projects.  Students gain enormous self-confidence when they have 
successfully used the creative cycle to produce an effective artwork and when the work is displayed and 
appreciated by peers and the learning community. Students are encouraged to study how other artists 
have used artistic techniques and explore these techniques in their own creative work.

Film Studies 

Film Studies will engage students to the aesthetic medium of film, their narratives and the issues films
raise. We will focus on cinematography, composition and settings as well as powerful music and sound.
Students will develop their knowledge of US Hollywood cinema and looking at the stages in Hollywood
development. In addition, independent US cinema as well as films from around the world including British
Cinema, and Spanish. Production is a vital part of the course and students will apply their knowledge
and understanding of how films are constructed to their own filmmaking and screenwriting. This will 
support students in producing creative films and develop their skills in the following production roles:
cinematography, editing, sound design, script writing and directing.

Main Objectives

The MYP Arts objectives interrelate with each other and form the basis of the student’s experience in the 
arts. Personal engagement surrounds the student at the centre and connects directly with each of the 
other objectives. The course objectives are closely aligned to the four Arts assessment criteria:

A) Knowing and understanding

In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to:

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the art form studied, including concepts, processes 
and the use of subject-specific terminology 

• demonstrate an understanding of the role of the art form in original or displaced contexts
• use acquired knowledge to purposefully inform artistic decisions in the process of creating artwork

B) Developing skills

In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to:

• demonstrate the acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art form studied 
• demonstrate the application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or present art
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C) Thinking creatively

In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to:

• develop a feasible, clear, imaginative and coherent artistic intention 
• demonstrate a range and depth of creative-thinking behaviours
• demonstrate the exploration of ideas to shape artistic intention through to a point of realisation

D) Responding

In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to:

• construct meaning and transfer learning to new settings
• create an artistic response which intends to reflect or impact on the world around them
• critique the artwork of self and others 
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MYP YEARS 1-5 COURSE OVERVIEWS
GROUP 7: DESIGN

Digital Design, Computer Science 

Design, and the resultant development of new technologies, has given rise to profound changes 
in Design, and the resultant development of new technologies, has given rise to profound 
changes in society: transforming how we access and process information; how we adapt our 
environment; how we communicate with others; how we are able to solve problems; how we 
work and live. The MYP holistic approach to teaching and learning acknowledges that inquiry 
and problem solving contribute to students’ development of thinking skills and strategies that 
will equip them to face the rapidly changing demands of the 21st century.

MYP Design aims to provide the means and the context to equip students with the knowledge, 
skills and understanding to become successful problem-solvers who can appreciate the impact 
of design in everyday life and society and who can solve real-life problems.

The MYP Design course intends to:

• challenge all students to apply practical and creative-thinking skills to solve design problems
• encourage students to explore the role of design in both historical and contemporary 

contexts 
• raise students’ awareness of their responsibilities as world citizens when making design 

decisions and taking action 
 
Computer Science  

Studying Computer Science gives students a thorough understanding of the software and 
hardware that practically every industry and we use today, applying computational thinking and 
knowledge to understand how computers and a range of digital devices operate. Students are 
given the opportunity to develop a solid understanding of programming languages, opening the 
door to further development,
whilst developing excellent investigative and problem solving abilities by applying these skills 
to a rangeof situations. IB Computer Science encourages students to prototype and test a 
suggested solution, whileunleashing the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental 
implications of using science and technologywithin a global context.
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MYP YEARS 1-5 COURSE OVERVIEWS
GROUP 7: DESIGN

Main Objectives
The course objectives are aligned to the four Design assessment criteria:

A) Inquiring and analysing

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be able to:

• explain and justify the need for a solution to a problem for a specified client/target audience 
• identify and prioritise the primary and secondary research needed to develop a solution to 

the problem 
• analyse a range of existing products that inspire a solution to the problem 
• Develop a detailed design brief, which summarizes the analysis of relevant research

B) Developing ideas

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be able to:

• develop a design specification, which clearly states the success criteria for the design of a 
solution 

• develop a range of feasible design ideas, which can be correctly interpreted by others
• present the final chosen design and justify its selection
• develop accurate and detailed planning drawings/diagrams and outline the requirements for 

the creation of the chosen solution

C) Creating the solution

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be able to:

• construct a logical plan, which describes the efficient use of time and resources, sufficient for 
peers to be able to follow to create the solution

• demonstrate excellent technical skills when making the solution
• follow the plan to create the solution, which functions as intended
• fully justify changes made to the chosen design and plan when making the solution
• present the solution as a whole, either in electronic form, or through photographs of the 

solution from different angles, showing details

D) Evaluating

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be able to: 

• design detailed and relevant testing methods, which generate data, to measure the success 
of the solution 

• critically evaluate the success of the solution against the design specification 
• explain how the solution could be improved 
• explain the impact of the solution on the client/target audience

MYP Design is compulsory for all students in M1-M3 and covers three areas: graphic design, mul- 
timedia and programming. Students complete three full design projects, one from each strand 
and participate in Interdisciplinary projects. In M5, students apply the skills they have gained 
while working with clients and end the year with a Digital Storytelling project highlighting both 
their design skills as well as their chosen area in Arts. 
The major focus in each year and in every project is the design cycle. In each of the three areas 
students learn how to use a variety of programs as this best reflects the ever changing nature of 
the digital environment in which we live. 
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MYP YEARS 1-5 COURSE OVERVIEWS
GROUP 8: PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION (ALSO KNOWN AS PE)

MYP Physical and Health Education is concerned with more than just participating in 
sports and games. Its primary aims are to encourage the development of “intelligent 
performers” and to encourage students to understand the importance of a balanced, 
healthy lifestyle. Throughout the five years of the MYP, students should develop 
knowledge, critical thinking and reflection skills, and a sense of responsibility, as well as 
interpersonal and self-motivational skills. This in turn should encourage choices that will 
contribute to long-term healthy living.

Aims

The aims of the teaching and study of MYP Physical and Health Education are to 
encourage and enable students to develop:

• an appreciation and understanding of the value of physical education and its 
relationship to a healthy, balanced lifestyle

• an interest in the promotion of health and wellness
• the motivation to participate fully in all aspects of physical education
• their optimal level of physical fitness
• effective communication strategies, verbal, non-verbal and written
• the skills and understanding necessary to participate successfully in a variety of 

physical activities, for example, learning, practicing, refining, adapting, thinking, 
interacting

• the ability to reflect critically on all aspects of physical education, including being a 
critical performer

• an understanding of international perspectives on physical activity, sport and health 
education

• a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of physical activities as a participant
• opportunities to become multi-skilled by experimenting with the main sports groups 



Main Objectives

The course objectives are closely aligned to the four PHE assessment criteria:

A) Knowing and understanding

In order to reach the aims of physical and health education, students should be able to:

• explain physical health education factual, procedural and conceptual knowledge
• apply physical and health education knowledge to analyse issues and solve problems 

set in familiar  and unfamiliar situations 
• apply physical and health terminology effectively to communicate understanding

B) Planning for performance

In order to reach the aims of physical and health education, students should be able to:

• design, explain and justify plans to improve physical performance and health
• analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of a plan based on the outcome

C) Applying and performing

In order to reach the aims of physical and health education, students should be able to:

• demonstrate and apply a range of skills and techniques effectively
• demonstrate and apply a range of strategies and movement concepts
• analyse and apply information to perform effectively 

D) Reflecting and improving performance

In order to reach the aims of physical and health education, students should be able to:

• explain and demonstrate strategies that enhance interpersonal skills
• develop goals and apply strategies to enhance performance
• analyse and evaluate performance

Over the course of the academic year a variety of sports encourages students to 
develop different skills: analysing new concepts, observing, communicating, evaluating, 
experimenting, inquiring, recording, synthesising, using space, time and energy, team 
working, performing, planning and creating, also respect, civility, and taking initiatives. 
The social aspect of collective sports activities allows students to develop autonomy 
and responsibility. Students also learn about safety and first aid. Individual sports 
activities offer students opportunities to strive for their personal best through a 
thorough understanding of their own limits. Partnered sports activities help students 
learn to manage their stress and emotions with respect to their physical effort that must 
be adapted to the environment and sports material.
Student learning experiences in the PHE course are diverse and comprehensive, allowing 
students to attain knowledge and experience within a maximum of environments and 
situations. The PHE curriculum aims to guide students with their development of self- 
and group-confidence as well as emotional and physical competency, which are skills 
that will serve students with fitness management and life-long learning across the 
curriculum. The assessment of criterion A is often project-based or portfolio-based, 
using students’ written skills.
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English Language Development (ELD)

At SIS, we are committed to personalised learning and empowering students to be 
the best that they can be. As part of this commitment, we offer an English Language 
Development (ELD) programme to support the learning of students who do not have 
English as a first language throughout their time at SIS. This programme recognises 
three different stages of support:

ELD Stage 1 – Students follow an adapted curriculum of intensive English with some 
inclusion in mainstream classes (Advisory, Arts, PE, English) N.B. Students may be 
expected to repeat the academic year if they have not made sufficient progress to move 
to stage 2 of the programme before the end of the second term.

ELD Stage 2 – Students follow a programme of sheltered instruction, which aims to 
develop language proficiency while allowing students to fully access the mainstream 
curriculum. This includes a flexible combination of intensive English sessions, small group 
work and in-class support.

ELD Stage 3 – Students are fully integrated in mainstream classes. They have individual 
language development targets, which are monitored and reviewed regularly with the 
ELD teacher and shared with teaching staff and parents.
 
After initial assessment, students are placed on the appropriate stage of the ELD 
programme. All ELD students work towards individual language development targets 
and are assessed regularly, allowing for them to move flexibly from one stage of support 
to another and exit the programme when appropriate. The ‘normal’ rate of development 
is for students to progress by one level per year, but we must recognise that all learners 
are unique and individual progress will vary. Research shows that students take, on 
average, five to seven years to achieve full academic fluency in English.

Global Citizenship Programme

The Global Citizenship Programme (GCP) is an exciting learning option for students, 
through which we aim to develop in them a spirit of inquiry, an enduring intercultural 
awareness, a respect for others and a sense of global responsibility. It also provides 
students with an excellent opportunity to fulfil the IB MYP and SIS requirements for 
participation in community service.

The GCP structure is built around the following interconnected pillars encompassing 
content, skills and action: (1) global mindedness; (2) social entrepreneurship; (3) service 
learning and (4) Learning to Learn skills.

To achieve our goals, an exciting array of activities and methodologies are offered 
involving experiential learning opportunities, guest speakers and in-class activities.

GCP not only raises awareness and inspires students to take action, but it also creates 
meaningful opportunities for them to find their own voice and passion, inside and 
outside the classroom.
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ASSESSMENT

The aim of MYP assessment at SIS is to support and encourage student learning. It is 
a collaborative process, which is varied and continuous. Assessment is used to provide 
feedback on the learning process and evaluate the effectiveness of both learning and 
teaching. Teachers organise continuous assessment over the course of the programme 
according to specified assessment criteria that correspond to the objectives of each 
subject group. 

The MYP offers a criterion-referenced model of assessment. This means that students’ 
results are determined by performance against set standards, not by each student’s 
position in an overall rank order. 

Assessment strategies, both formative and summative, provide feedback on the 
thinking processes as well as the finished piece of work. Formative assessment 
means that students will be given assessed feedback on their work, providing them 
with an opportunity to analyse their own learning and to recognise what areas need 
improvement. Students are actively involved in this form of assessment, often evaluating 
their peers and/or themselves. Summative assessment is internally designed by the 
teacher to provide evidence for evaluating student achievement using required MYP 
subject-group-specific assessment criteria.
Teachers develop varied and authentic assessment tasks that allow students to 
demonstrate achievement according to the required objectives within each subject 
group. These may include open-ended, problem-solving activities and investigations, 
organised debates, hands-on experimentation, analysis, reflection, tests and 
examinations. Assessment strategies and tools (rubrics, performance records, checklists, 
portfolios) are designed to allow the students to show real understanding through 
flexible and appropriate application in new contexts. Recording and reporting provides 
students with detailed feedback on their level of achievement according to the criteria of 
the subjects.

GRADING WITHIN THE MYP

Final grades for a subject are presented on the MYP 1 – 7 scale used throughout IB pro- 
grammes. This grade reflects a student’s overall performance and level in that subject at 
the end of a period of learning. On the completion of the MYP programme, as a whole, 
students receive an SIS MYP Course Results with a grade for each individual subject.
SIS internal assessment uses a “best fit” approach in which teachers must make  
judgements on their students’ achievement levels in each subject-group criterion. 

The 1-7 grade is arrived at by determining student’s marks for each criterion within each 
subject, to give a total out of the possible maximum for the subject.
The IB publishes assessment criteria and grade boundaries for each i
ndividual subject and the student’s attainment levels are measured against these 
boundaries to give a final grade for the subject of between 1 and 7. Grades 1 and 2 are 
considered to be failing grades.

Following our school Deadline policy, all missed deadlines will be recorded in Managebac 
and the advisor is automatically informed. All work must still be completed and will be 
marked by the subject teacher. A late assignment will only receive a grade 1 for  
completion.
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MYP ASSESSMENT CRITERIA & BOUNDARIES 
(ALL CRITERIA ARE MARKED OUT OF 8)



MYP GRADE BOUNDARIES FOR ALL SUBJECT AREAS 
AND THE MYP PROJECTS

REPORTING

A wide variety of assessment activities are carried out by teachers who rely upon 
their professional expertise to make balanced judgments based upon prescribed MYP 
assessment criteria as defined in the IB MYP subject guides. There are currently two 
reporting periods each year, with an interim report presented within each reporting 
period. The school MYP report card specifically aims to reflect the assessment criteria 
applied in each subject. After each marking period, students set specific targets within 
each subject area; levels of attainment are monitored in order to focus on particular 
areas of difficulty or excellence.
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Please note: The final marks presented in the school MYP reports provide descriptions of 
current attainment levels in each subject; they represent a “best fit” mark.
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AWARD OF THE MYP CERTIFICATE

At the conclusion of MYP year 5 all students will receive a final grade in each subject 
from 1 (unsatisfactory) to 7 (excellent). SIS students who successfully complete the MYP 
will receive the following:

•  SIS MYP Certificate
•  SIS MYP Course Results (formerly known as Record of Achievement)

1. SIS MYP certificate

SIS will award an MYP certificate to each student who satisfies the following stipulations. 
The student must have:

• gained a grade total of at least 28 points from six subjects (taken from at least 6         
different subject groups), Interdisciplinary and the Personal Project combined, out of 
a possible maximum of 56.

• gained at least a grade 3 in at least one subject from each subject group
• gained at least a grade 3 for the Personal Project
• gained at least a grade 3 for the Interdisciplinary
• completed the SIS requirement for Community Service

A grade from at least one subject from each of the following six subject groups must 
contribute to the award of the certificate:

•  Language and Literature
•  Language Acquisition (or a second Language and Literature)
•  Individuals and Societies
•  Mathematics
•  Sciences
•  Arts, Physical and Health Education or Design

SIS provides a broad and balanced curriculum that includes the eight subject groups, 
but only six subjects contribute to the award of the certificate. If a student takes more 
than one subject from the same subject group, the highest grade will count towards 
the certificate. Where a student studies multiple subjects from arts, physical and health 
education or design, the highest single grade from these subject groups will count 
towards the certificate. 

Only under exceptional circumstances at SIS may a student study fewer than eight 
subject groups. This decision will be made at the start of the academic year and will be 
on an individual basis. 

2. SIS Course Results

SIS Course Results will present a list of final grades for each subject studied in M5.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Much of this information is extracted from the IB MYP subject guides From Principles 
into Practice and the Handbook of Procedures for the MYP: Assessment 2017. For more 
information about how the programme is structured, the aims and philosophy of the 
programme and the assessment process, visit the IB website: http://ibo.org/myp/ or 
contact our SIS MYP Coordinator, Dr Belén González, bgonzalez@sis.gl

IBO mission statement:

The International Baccalaureate® aims to 
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 

young people who help to create a better and 
more peaceful world through intercultural  

understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, 
governments and international organizations to 

develop challenging programmes of 
international education and rigorous 

assessment.

These programmes encourage students across 
the world to become active, compassionate and 

lifelong learners who understand that other 
people, with their differences, can also be right.
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