We are a learning community, passionate about providing an International Education,
which inspires and encourages learning and intercultural understanding. We facilitate
self-discovery and the development of unique interests, gifts and talents, whilst promoting
service learning as a force for good in the world.
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At Sotogrande we recognise how important those first years
of school are. Children are welcomed into the family and
made at once to feel safe and at home in their new environment. Our primary staff have years of experience between
them; a real knowledge of how to teach effectively and a
genuine affinity with young children to help them develop.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD
PROGRAM
The Early Childhood Programme at the Sotogrande
International School follows the structure of the
IBPYP. The children are provided with opportunities
to explore their world in a rich learning environment
where they are encouraged to become members of
a community of learners. They learn to express their
ideas, listen to others, work together and find their
own place in the school community.

EMMA BUTLER
HEAD OF PRIMARY

The PYP recognises that areas of development and
learning are interrelated in a young child and so the
curricular framework allows for concept
development which applies across specific subjects. Concepts, skills and attitudes are developed
through units of inquiry which are relevant to children of this age group and address all areas of
learning. The units are selected following the IBPYP
structure and aim to support children’s interests
and develop what they already know and have
experienced. Parents are essential partners in the
child’s education and it is the child’s environment,
the home and the school which will create a happy
and healthy atmosphere for learning.
IBO mission statement:

LUCÍA STAGNETTO
EARLY CHILDHOOD
COORDINATOR

The International Baccalaureate® aims to
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring
young people who help to create a better
and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with
schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and
rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students
across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand
that other people, with their differences, can
also be right.
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THE SAN ROQUE BOARDING HOUSE
INTRODUCTION
EARLY
CHILDHOOD

SIS puts the IB Learner Profile into action by embedding it along with
the Early Years attitudes into our School Values.
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UNIFORM
The uniform required for Early Childhood children is stated below and can be
purchased directly from El Corte Inglés in Algeciras or Puerto Banús, Marbella, or can be
ordered online. Please refer to our school website www.sis.ac.
Early Childhood 1 and 2 UNIFORM WITH SIS LOGO
-Navy blue tracksuit.
-Navy blue sport shorts.
-White polo shirt.
-Navy, white or royal blue socks.
-Black shoes or trainers (with velcro)
Children have access to outdoor areas in all weather. Please ensure they have coats with
hoods.
All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.

MEDICAL INFORMATION
It is important for your child’s progress that he/
she attends school regularly. If for any reason
your child cannot attend, please inform the
school. If your child is unwell or having to take
medication, please keep him/her at home. They
will not enjoy themselves and could infect
others. In the event of your child becoming ill
while in our care you will be contacted and he/
she will be taken to the school nurse. Teachers
must be made aware of any allergies or other
medical problems
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LEARNING IN SPANISH
Infants and young children who learn two or more languages activate the same brain region when processing the languages, while those who learn their second language later
in life activate two different regions. Young children detect foreign sounds easily and
rarely have difficulty pronouncing them. Since 3 to 5 year olds are learning
basic concepts in all academic areas, it is very easy to cover these concepts in a second
language as well. By doing so, children that start a second language in early childhood
will have the foundation needed to build more difficult and abstract concepts in later
years, the same as with the first language.
Here at SIS, specialist teachers work on all language levels: sounds, words, whole sentences and expressions just like we do in English. “A little and often” is our
motto. Specialist staff create easy immersion activities that combine different learning
modalities and support multiple intelligences.
Our aim is for children to be able to express themselves fluently in English and Spanish
(host country) by acquiring the language as opposed to learning it, thus “Learning in
Spanish” and not “Learning Spanish”

7

WHAT TO BRING TO SCHOOL
A small bag that will hold:
• A piece of fresh fruit for the morning (Staff will cut the fruit).
• A snack for the afternoon; we recommend a sandwich, plain biscuits or croissant.
(Please remember no chocolate, sweets, and no nuts as we have a whole school nut free
policy).
• A bottle of water.
• A plastic cup with their name.

EXCURSIONS
During the year as part of their units of inquiry the children will be involved in excursions
in the local area. These play an important part in enabling children to make connections
between their learning and the real world. An authorisation form, to be signed and returned, will be sent out before each excursion with more details. As a requirement all
our excursions are preceded with a risk assessment.
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EC1
THE FIVE UNITS OF INQUIRY

TERM ONE
Where We Are In Time and Place
“Starting School”
The children will know that although they
are on their own at school they are safe
and happy. They are encouraged to play
alongside each other, make new relationships and become independent.
The children will discover their new
school surroundings, what they do here
and who is there to help us everyday.

Who We Are
“Myself”
The children realise they have things in
common with others and also that they
are special. They are able to think about
themselves, begin to identify and compare.
To know the names of the parts of the
body. Associate a feeling, a sense, with a
name and express their feelings. To think
what we need to survive, for example,
healthy food and water. They will
be working on preparations for Christmas
and they will understand that the occasion applies to others in the community
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TERM TWO
How We Express Ourselves
“Let’s Pretend”
The children through art, music, dance, stories and imaginative play show an increasing
ability to use their imagination, to express
ideas and feelings in creative ways. They learn
how to work, play, co-operate with others and
function in a group beyond the family. They
learn to make up their own stories and take
part in role play with
confidence.

Sharing the Planet
“Our World”
A great opportunity in which
children and parents are able to share
where they were they are from, where they
live, their cultures and their families. They
will gain an understanding that different
cultures have different languages different
foods and different celebrations.

TERM THREE
How the world works
“Animals”
They explore and recognise features of
living things, looking closely at similarities and differences. The children will
recognise some
patterns and sets in the animal world
such as number of legs,
ability to fl , farm animals, wild animals,
pets etc. To show interest in, wild animals, mini-beasts, farm animals, zoo
animals and to name a wide range of
them. To understand the basic needs
and feelings of animals are similar to
their own. They are shown to be kind
to pets and animals and to be aware of
their need for food, water space and
attention. The children will have to opportunity to visit a farm and a zoo.

At the end of every academic year our programme of inquiry is reviewed. This may
change the units of inquiry for the following year
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OUR DAILY ROUTINE
CLASSROOMS OPEN 8.50 - 9.15 AM
8.50 to 9.15
Freeplay

1:00 to 1:20
Rest Time

9.15 to break
Integrated Curriculum
(including snacktime)

1:20 to 2.40
Integrated
Curriculum

10:55 to 11:15
Break Outdoor play

11:15 to 12:00
Integrated
Curriculum

12:00 to 12:30
Cantina

12:30 to 1:00
Lunchtime Break Outdoor Play

2.40 to 3.00
Outdoor play and
Snack time

2.40 to 3:40
IntegratedCurriculum(Flexiblepickup
from 3.15 - 3.40)

“In young children
inquiry and learning
is known as
play!”
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EC2
THE FIVE UNITS OF INQUIRY
TERM ONE
Who We Are
“My Family and Friends”

Our aim is for children to develop a deep
understanding of their importance and
their place within the family unit, the fact
that all families are different, the role
that culture plays in family life and to be
able to differentiate between friends and
family. They will also study the skills and
abilities they will acquire as human
beings.

How We Express Ourselves
“A Starring Role”

Through activities such as role play,
puppet shows and creative sessions the
children will begin to understand why
story characters are adapted and
changed, how they can be conveyed,
how the characters make us feel and how
we can learn from them.

TERM TWO
How the World Works
“The Circle of Life”

Throughout this very interesting unit the
children will develop a deep
understanding of cycles and how they
work. They will be able to complete a
series of cycles, both natural and
man-made and observe their
similarities and differences. They will learn
to investigate,research and record their
findings. This unit will be science based
and will last a whole term.
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TERM THREE
How We Organize Ourselves
“What Could I Be When I Grow
Up?”
This unit will show students how
attitudes and aptitudes can
determine what they do in life. By
studying a selection of professions
they will gain an understanding of
how following a sequence of events
correctly will allow them to achieve
better results.

Where We Are In Time and Place
“Are We There Yet?”
This final unit allows the children
to revisit the last year, reflecting
on and learning to understand the
changes that have taken place in
themselves. They learn to analyse
record data and interpret it in a
variety of ways. Children are then
able to visibly take account of these
changes, comment on them and
share this information with others.

At the end of every academic year our programme of inquiry is reviewed. This may
change the units of inquiry for the following year
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OUR DAILY ROUTINE
CLASSROOMS OPEN 8.50 - 9.00 AM
8:50 to 9:00
Circle
time

9.00 - 10.55
Integrated
Curriculum (including snacktime)

10. 55 - 11.15
Break-Outdoorplay

1:00 to 2.40
Integrated
Curriculum
including Spanish

2.40 to 3.00
Outdoor play and
Snack time

3:00 to 3:40
Integrated
Curriculum and
reflection

11:15 to 12:00
Integrated
Curriculum

12:00 to 12:30
Cantina

12.30 to 1.00
Lunchtime Break Outdoor Play
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“In young children
inquiry and learning
is known as
play!”

We are a learning community, passionate about providing an International
Education, which inspires and encourages learning and intercultural
understanding. We facilitate self-discovery and the development of unique
interests, gifts and talents, whilst promoting service learning as a force for
good in the world.

OPENING MINDS. CREATING MAGIC. CHANGING THE WORLD.

Sotogrande International School
Avda La Reserva SN
11310 Sotogrande Cádiz
+34 956 795 902
info@sis.gl
www.sis.ac

